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Research in landscape architecture, as a systematic and organised activity at universities and in research institutions around the 
world, is of newer date. This is partly to be seen as a result of the profession’s relatively recent establishment, and partly as a 
result of the general prioritisation of research at the design disciplines’ educational institutions in the latter half of the 20th century. 
Landscape architecture as a subject area is intertwined with different areas of knowledge. This is also reflected in the 
methodological apparatuses which span from the natural and life sciences to the social sciences and humanities and upon which 
research in the field of landscape architecture draws. In addition to well-developed theories and concept formations, each of these 
areas has adequate corresponding methodologies that can be brought into the field of landscape architecture as part of 
interdisciplinary research design. Yet, like the other design disciplines, landscape architecture has evolved significant tools, 
approaches, and bodies of knowledge that involve methodological apparatuses in and of themselves. While these methodological 
apparatuses are both heterogeneous and remain under-theorised, we propose to define them under the heading of ‘qualitative 
research methodologies’. By this we mean methodologies that cultivate a strong interpretive element and are driven by questions 
of ethical urgency due to their links with the practical and aesthetic dimensions of the discipline. Yet, the relevant work done to 
frame and support this proposition is scattered, and one of the purposes of this PhD course is to bring together some significant 
positions within this area, and to designate, deepen and contextualise them whilst also bringing them into dialogue with one 
another. 
 
The course is structured around three main components:  
• theorising and contextualising methodologies;  
• presentations and feedback about the PhD fellows’ own methodological considerations;  
• a hands-on, design-driven collaborative workshop addressing questions of methods and processes.  
 
These three components will run in parallel throughout the course days. Thus, this course offers an identification of 
methodological strategies in ways that go beyond the patching together of methodologies from outside the discipline; instead 
developing from within design-oriented contexts themselves. Furthermore, the PhD fellows must present methodological 
considerations related to their own dissertation work. This material constitutes a central contribution to the course and will allow 
the fellows to receive feedback from guest professors. The combination of the lectures and presentations coupled with the more 
hands-on type of enquiries of methods and processes in the design-driven workshop, will provide the participating PhD fellows 
with a unique and invaluable opportunity to expand upon, reflect on and fine-tune the methodology section of their dissertation.  
 


